26 March 1980

Archbishop of E] Salvador Assassinated

The Roman Catholic Archbishop of El Salvador, Oscar
Arnulfo Romevo, was killed by an asssssin's bullet on the
evening of 24 March, as he was saying Mass in the chapel of
the Divine Providence Hospital in San Salvador. The murder
appears to have been carefully planned and carried out by s

rofessional. The Archbishop was hit directly in the heart

Yy s frainontln; 22-cal r bullet, fired just as he had
concluded his sermon. Eyewltness reports about ths perpe-
trators have be®n confusing, ranging from an early report
that it was done by four well-drossed older men to specula-
tion that the shet was fired through 8 camers or timod with
8 camers {lash.. There are equally sufficient grounds for
reasoning that the surder was comaitted by the terrorist _
left as by the tsrrorist right. A leftist organizstion not ™
previously known, the Pogullr Rovolutlonar; Atuy, has clsimed
credit in s comsunique distributed in San Ss

lvador. Up to
the present, howsver, the murderers have not been 1dong1ﬂﬁ. -
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